[image: image1.png]e Ask your child ‘what would make sensc there?'
and encourage guessing

o If your child gets stuck on a word, you could
give him Ihe first sounds to help him. Break lhe
word down into smalier parts (syliables) if that
helps

« Read the word for him if that helps the flow

o {f your child guesses a word, and it is nearly
right, and fils the sense, let him go on with
the story.

Do
¢ read with your child if he is nervous

* re-read familiar books to increase your child's
confidence

« praise your child for getting a word right

« aim to make the reading experience fun, cesy
and time togelher you enjoy

« make time for reading - at the doctor’s surgery,
on the bus or on train journeys,

Don’t

o push your child to read if he is tired and wants
o stop

» criticise him tor getling a word wrong

* make your child read a book he isn't
inferested in

« make reading a chore which prevents him
having fun

How often should | read with my child?

Try and share books together every day, even it
just for a few minutes. However, sharing can
inchude talking about books or telling stories. Here
are some suggestions

o Teli your child a story from your imagination
e Talk aboul a book you both enjoy.
* Read an ‘old favourite’ to your child

¢ Encourage him to act out a favourite story,

Reading with an older child

Once your child is reading independently. try to
continue to read to him and talk about books to
encourage wider reading choices that will extend
and develop his reading. Sharing slories together
can carry on for as long as you both enjoy it. This
can help him to tackle a book that he wants to
read, but finds hard. Share books you enjoyed as
a child, or choose a new book from the library.
Create a special space for your child's books, and
encourage friends and relatives to give books for
Christmas and birthday presenls.

What should | read with my child?

Aparl from the books coming home from school,
there are lots to choose from. Talk to your child
about what interests him. Visit your local library or
bookshop for ideas. As well as fiction, he may
enjoy non-fiction books. There are books and
magazines on a range of interests, including
foothall, hobbies and DIY. Computers are
available at most main libraries, and your child
may enjoy CD-Roms, and the Internet as an
alternative to paper books

What happens if my child is reluctant to
read?

It could be that your child is not enjoying what he
is reading! Try a more varied diet - comics and
picture books are all ‘reading’ and many very
exciling stories are told through pictures. Let your
child choose a comic to read at home. Taped
books are also a good way to encourage reading
- or suggest he reads the book of a favourite film
or video. Somelimes lack of interest in reading is
caused by lack of confidence. Carry on reading to
your child books you both enjoy.
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Why it is important

When you share a book with your child at horne,
you are showing him that you think reading
matters. You are giving him your full attention and
that tells him that reading is a special activily that
is worth time and trouble. Selting aside time to
support him is the single most important Ihing you
san do 1o help him learn. Research shows that
you don'l even have to be a good reader yourself
Children who gel help and encouragement at
home learn to read much better than those who
only read at school. So if you want your child to
do well Iry 1o make time for reading

Helping at home

when your child is under five, reading bedtime
stories and enjoying books together is the best
preparalion for learning lo read As your :hild
learns to read, usually between ages five and
seven, you will be able to help him by listening o
him read. As his reading progresses. you still
have an important role lo play in helping him
enjoy books and become 'a reader for life

Early reading — helping the
beginner reader

How can | help at home?

« Support interest in books and stories through

reading to your child

L ook al words in the street, on buses and trains
and whife shopping with your child.

.

L.et your child choose the book you read
together — don't be worried about re-reading a
favourite book night after night!

Support your child in learning to read by

helping with the ‘reading book’ that comes
home from school.

Encourage a love of reading by pointing your
child in the direction of books he might enjoy —
choose books together in a bookshop or library.

Lel your child see you reading - dads in
particular may want to encourage their sons to
read by picking up a book themselves

Listening to your child read - how to go
about it

Choose a time when you are both relaxed and
not oo tired

Sellle down somewhere quiet and comfortable

Look al the cover together and talk about the
book first

Let your child read in an atmosphere of quiet
encouragement and listen carefully.

What to do if your child gets stuck on a
word

« Encourage your child to find clues in the
pictures as to the meanings of words

« Sugges! that he reads lo the end of the

sentence if a word is unclear - this might help
with the meaning of the word




