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Music: Theme and Variation 

Please help your child with their learning by going through this fact sheet with them. 

They will be quizzed on this at the end of half term. We appreciate your support. 

Using musical vocabulary helps 

describe and evaluate the features and 

changes in a piece of music clearly 

and accurately. 

The Young Person’s Guide to the 

Orchestra is a piece that demonstrates 

how different instruments play variations 

of the same theme. 

Musical themes can be performed 

using different instruments, body 

percussion, or voices. 

Variations are changes made to the 

theme by altering rhythm, pitch, 

dynamics, tempo, or instruments. 

A theme is a main musical 

idea or motif that can be repeated 

and changed in different ways. 

Complex rhythms like TIKI-TIKI, TI-TIKI, 

and TIKI-TI can be learned and 

performed in 3/4 time. 

Graphic notation is a way to visually 

represent rhythms, dynamics, and 

changes in music. 

WEMBITES 
Pop Art uses repeated images with 

variations in colour or style, similar 

to how music uses theme and 

variations. 

Orchestras have different sections 

(strings, woodwind, brass, 

percussion) that produce distinct 

sounds. 

Performing music in groups involves 

listening, coordinating, and combining 

different parts for a coherent overall 

effect. 

Key Vocabulary 

 Theme - the main musical idea or melody that is 

repeated and changed.  

 Variation - a change or different version of the 

theme, like changing rhythm, pitch, or instruments.  

 Rhythm - the pattern of sounds and silences in 

music, like a beat or pulse. 

 Orchestra - a large group of musicians playing 

different instruments together, usually divided into 

sections.  

 Body Percussion - using parts of your body 

(clapping, snapping, stomping) to make musical 

sounds. 


